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Excerpt from The Book of Ser Marco Polo:
The Venetian Concerning Kingdoms and Marvels of the East

Volume 1, translated and edited by Colonel Sir Henry Yule
(London: John Murray, 1903)

BOOK SECOND. PART I.
CHAPTER IX. CONCERNING THE GREAT KAAN’S SONS

The Emperor hath, by those four wives of his, twenty-two male children; the eldest of
whom was called Chinkin for the love of the good Chinghis Kaan, the first Lord of the Tartars.
And this Chinkin, as the Eldest Son of the Kaan, was to have reigned after his father’s death; but,
as it came to pass, he died. He left a son behind him, however, whose name is Temur, and he is
to be the Great Kaan and Emperor after the death of his Grandfather, as is but right; he being
the child of the Great Kaan’s eldest son. And this Temur is an able and brave man, as he hath
already proven on many occasions.

The Great Kaan hath also twenty-five other sons by his concubines; and these are good
and valiant soldiers, and each of them is a great chief. I tell you moreover that of his children by
his four lawful wives there are seven who are kings of vast realms or provinces, and govern
them well; being all able and gallant men, as might be expected. For the Great Kaan their sire is,
I tell you, the wisest and most accomplished man, the greatest Captain, the best to govern men
and rule an Empire, as well as the most valiant that ever has existed among all the Tribes of
Tartars.



