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Introduction 
 
The short but bloody Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 was extremely costly (both financially and in terms of human 
lives) for the two combatant nations. Although the Japanese could claim a string of battlefield triumphs, culminating 
in the stunning victory over the Russian fleet in the Tsushima Strait in May 1905, both nations were eager to 
negotiate a peace. With the mediation of U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt, representatives of the Japanese 
Emperor and the Russian Tsar met in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in August 1905. Although the Japanese expected 
substantial territorial concessions (and a large monetary indemnity) from the Russians, they were out-maneuvered in 
the negotiations and were forced to settle for more modest spoils of victory. 
 
The Treaty of Portsmouth was signed on September 5, 1905. For his role in brokering an end to the Russo-Japanese 
War, President Roosevelt was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906. 
 
 
 
Document Excerpts  with Questions  
From Portsmouth Peace Treaty, 1905-2005, 2009, Japan-America Society of New Hampshire. 
<http://portsmouthpeacetreaty.org/process/peace/TreatyText.pdf>. [NOTE: This text was reproduced from Sydney Tyler, The 
Japan-Russia War, (Harrisburg: The Minter Company, 1905), 564-568.] 

 
 

Excerpts from The Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) 
 

ARTICLE I. There shall henceforth be peace and amity between their Majesties the Emperor of 
Japan  and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and  between  their  respective  States  and 
subjects. 

ARTICLE II. The Imperial Russian Government, acknowledging that Japan possesses in Korea 
paramount political, military and economical  interests, engages neither  to obstruct nor 
interfere  with  measures  for  guidance,  protection  and  control  which  the  Imperial 
Government of Japan may find necessary to take in Korea. … 

ARTICLE III. Japan and Russia mutually engage: 

First.  —  To  evacuate  completely  and  simultaneously  Manchuria,  except  the  territory 
affected by the lease of the Liaotung Peninsula, in conformity with the provisions of the 
additional article I annexed to this treaty, and,  

Second. — To restore entirely and completely to the exclusive administration of China all 
portions  of  Manchuria  now  in  occupation,  or  under  the  control  of  the  Japanese  or 
Russian troops, with the exception of the territory above mentioned. 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The Imperial Government of Russia declares that it has not in Manchuria any territorial 
advantages  or  preferential  or  exclusive  concessions  in  the  impairment  of  Chinese 
sovereignty, or inconsistent with the principle of equal opportunity. 

ARTICLE  IV.  Japan  and  Russia  reciprocally  engage  not  to  obstruct  any  general  measures 
common to all countries which China may take for the development of the commerce or 
industry of Manchuria. 

ARTICLE  V.  The  Imperial  Russian  Government  transfers  and  assigns  to  the  Imperial 
Government of  Japan, with  the  consent of  the Government of China,  the  lease of Port 
Arthur, Talien and the adjacent territory and territorial waters, and all rights, privileges 
and concessions connected with or forming part of such lease, and it also transfers and 
assigns  to  the  Imperial  Government  of  Japan  all  public  works  and  properties  in  the 
territory affected by the above‑mentioned lease. … 

ARTICLE VI. The Imperial Russian Government engages to transfer and assign to the Imperial 
Government  of  Japan,  without  compensation  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Chinese 
Government,  the  railway  between  Changchunfu  and  Kuanchangtsu  and  Port  Arthur, 
and all the branches, together with all the rights, privileges and properties appertaining 
thereto in that region, as well as all the coal mines in said region belonging to or worked 
for  the  benefit  of  the  railway.  The  two  high  contracting  parties  mutually  engage  to 
obtain the consent of the Government of China mentioned in the foregoing stipulation… 

ARTICLE IX. The Imperial Russian Government cedes to the Imperial Government of Japan in 
perpetuity and full sovereignty the southern portion of the Island of Saghalin and all the 
islands adjacent thereto and the public works and properties thereon. The fiftieth degree 
of north latitude is adopted as the northern boundary of the ceded territory. The exact 
alignment of such territory shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of the 
additional article II annexed to this treaty. … 

ARTICLE XI. Russia engages to arrange with Japan for granting to Japanese subjects rights of 
fishery along the coasts of the Russian possession in the Japan, Okhotsk and Bering Seas. 
… 

 
 

Questions:   
 
1. What did the Japanese gain under the terms of the Treaty of Portsmouth? 
2. As many as 80,000 Japanese may have died in the Russo-Japanese War, 

either on the battlefield or from disease. As one of Japan’s negotiators at 
Portsmouth, how would you balance these losses against the settlement 
Japan received in the Treaty of Portsmouth? 

3. None of the combat in the Russo-Japanese War took place in Russia or 
Japan. How do you think you would have viewed the war and the Treaty of 
Portsmouth as a Chinese or Korean person living at the time? 


